Thomas B. McGuire,Jr. was born to Thomas and Polly McGuire in Ridgewood, N.J. in 1920. After his parents divorce, he grew up in Sebring, Florida. He attended the Georgia Institute of Technology and following Pearl Harbor joined the Army Air Corps. He earned his wings and was commissioned a Lieutenant in 1942.

     McGuire's superiors did not immediately recognize his talent as a pilot and assigned him to Nome, Alaska. By years end, after pleading for a transfer, McGuire was sent back to the continental U.S. for training on P-38's in Louisianna and California.

     His big break came in 1943 when he received a transfer to the southwest Pacific, landing in a special unit, the 431st Squadron of the 475th Fighter Group, under the command of a renowned Irishman, Gen. George C. Kenney. Stationed in New Guinea, they flew their first combat missions in August 1943. McGuire's first engagement occured on August 18 and he shot down three Japanese planes. He got two more on the 21st, earning him the coveted distinction of "Ace" ( 5 confirmed kills) in only his first two engagements.

     Eleven more kills, sandwiched around seven weeks in a hospital resulting from injuries after getting shot down, followed over the next four months. In late December he received a promotion to Captain and the Squadron Operations Officer of the 431st Fighter Group.

     By May 1944, McGuire was promoted to Major and named Commanding Officer of the 431st. He racked up four more kills that spring, bringing his total to 20. McGuire was only 5''7 and slightly built, but he seemed to have no physical fear of danger. He encouraged the men under his command to fly aggressively when in combat. To maximize the P-38's mobility, he required them to drop their external tanks during aerial combat.

     His kill total soared in the fall of 1944 as he shot down 10 more Japanese fighters by mid-December. Then on Dec.25 and 26, he shot down 7 more, bringing his astonishing total to 38. The only man with more kills was Major Dick Bong with 40. Since Bong had just returned to the U.S., most people assumed McGuire would soon surpass him to claim the title as America's greatest Ace.

     Early on the morning of January 7,1945, however, Mcguire was leading a group of four planes on a mission over Japanese positions on the Negros Islands in the Philippines. Seemingly out of nowhere, a Japanese Zero attacked one of McGuire's wingmen. With the action behind him, McGuire turned sharply to his left to reverse course. Unfortunately, in the heat of the moment, he forgot his own tactic of dropping his external fuel tanks. The extra weight and drag caused the P-38 to lose momentum and then lurch into a downward spiral.

McGuire died instantly when his plane crashed into the jungle.

     Thomas B. McGuire was lauded as a hero and received posthumous citations and honors, including the coveted Medal of Honor, as well as six Distinguished Flying Crosses, and three Silver Stars. After the war, McGuire Air Force Base in New Jersey was named in his honor.
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